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Press Release – 30 May 2006: 
‘Mighty Wurlitzer gets Mighty Boost’
The North East Theatre Organ Association, based at the New Victoria Centre, Howden-le-Wear, County Durham, is this week celebrating the completion of its project to renovate and enlarge their Wurlitzer Theatre Pipe Organ (which was originally installed in a cinema at Bradford in 1930).  This has involved adding original Wurlitzer pipework obtained from sources in London, South Africa and the U.S.A.
The scheme, costing about £130,000, was helped by an award of £49,800 from the Newcastle upon Tyne regional office of the National Lottery Heritage Fund.  The project started in January 2005 and thousands of man hours of members’ time has gone into the project and around 30 miles of electrical wiring has been replaced.

The celebrations start on Friday, 2nd June at 7.00pm with a reopening concert featuring organists Simon Gledhill, Richard Hills and Joe Marsh.  Some tickets are still available for this concert – contact David Kirkbride tel. 01388 762 467 for information.  Further concerts on Saturday, 3rd and Sunday, 4th June are already sold out.

The Chairman of the NETOA, Mr. John Heslop, says: “It has been a massive task and I am grateful to all the skilled volunteers who have worked so hard to make this possible.  Next year we hope to open the Centre up to the public so that they can hear the organ and see the very impressive ‘workings’ in the organ chambers which are normally hidden from view.”

In the meantime, we are looking forward to the reopening concerts and to the regular monthly concerts that follow.  As seating capacity is limited, advance booking is recommended.
